OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

FACILITY DESIGN GUIDING PRINCIPLES – CHECKLIST
How to use this checklist
· This checklist is designed to support planners identify and prioritise sport and recreation facility design consideration.
· This list is not exhaustive and should be tailored to suit the specific needs and context of each project.
· It should be used as a working document throughout the facility design and delivery process to identify and monitor priority design requirements (refer example table below):
· Level of Compliance section (high, med, low) refers to the level of importance that the consideration is delivered as an outcome of the project - rank what matters most during design and delivery.
	GUIDING PRINCIPLES
	KEY CONSIDERATIONS FOR THE SITE
	LEVEL OF COMPLIANCE IMPORTANCE 
(high; medium; low)
	HIGH
	Very important that this is delivered

	MEDIUM
	Somewhat important that this delivered

	LOW
	Low importance that this is delivered



	REVIEW DATE & COMMENT

	EXAMPLE: INCLUSIVE AND UNIVERSAL DESIGN – Universal Design considerations to be incorporated, into the design
	EXAMPLE: Facility should be designed to accommodate everyone regardless of age, gender, ability and cultural/religious requirements. This includes participants, officials, administrators, spectators and visitors.
	EXAMPLE: High
	EXAMPLE: design review mtg (12/7/21) – 1st draft design drawings comply
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	GUIDING PRINCIPLES
	KEY CONSIDERATIONS FOR THE SITE
	LEVEL OF IMPORTANCE FOR FINAL DELIVERY
(high; medium; low)
	HIGH
	Very important that this is delivered

	MEDIUM
	Somewhat important that this delivered

	LOW
	Low importance that this is delivered



	REVIEW DATE & COMMENT

	Stakeholder Engagement and Needs Assessment
	Engage users early (participants, volunteers and facility managers), to inform programming and facility development needs and spatial requirements.
	
	

	Practical and Affordable for the long-term
	Aim to deliver the highest possible standard of facility balanced against funding realities including maintenance and lifecycle costs.
	
	

	Multi-Functionality and Flexibility
	Facilities to be designed to support a wide range of uses by meeting compliance requirements (e.g., run‑offs, field‑of‑play dimensions), accommodating concurrent activities, and incorporating adaptable spaces that can be reconfigured as community needs change or expanded in the future
	
	

	Accessibility and Inclusive (Universal Design)
	Facilities to be designed to be accessible to all users, applying Universal Design principles to provide equitable access to paths, ramps, amenities and activity spaces, while ensuring environments reflect the cultural, gender and age‑related needs of diverse communities.
	
	

	Fit-for-Purpose Facilities
	Design facilities to meet the specific needs of intended users. Align with state sporting body standards for dimensions, lighting, and amenities (e.g., changerooms, toilets (accessible), adequate storage, spectator areas such as shaded seating).
	
	

	Climate Resilience and Sustainability
	Incorporate environmentally responsible design features, such as energy-efficient lighting, water-saving fixtures, and sustainable materials into the core design and explore renewable energy options (e.g. solar panels, batteries).  Consideration should also be given to landscaping to reduce environment impact and future proofing the site to cater for current/emerging technologies (e.g. power sources in car parks for electric cars)
	
	

	Parking and Access
	Provide sufficient parking for community use. Also, consider active transport options (bike racks, pedestrian pathways) and ensure there are clear routes for ambulances and emergency vehicles.
	
	

	Safety and Security
	Incorporate safety and security into design; non‑slip surfaces, effective lighting, surveillance and secure access systems. Applying CPTED principles enhances visibility, reduces risk, and supports safe and efficient shared use, including digital booking and smart lighting systems.
	
	

	Community Integration and Co-Location
	Co-locate community infrastructure like cafés, plazas, and playgrounds into the facility design.
	
	

	Quality Materials and Operational Efficiency
	Use durable, low-maintenance materials and robust equipment to reduce lifecycle costs and optimise layout for effective traffic flow, equipment storage, staff operations, and maintenance routines.
	
	

	Compliance with Standards and Regulations
	Designs must comply with sporting specifications, building codes and accessibility legislation to ensure safety, performance and equity across all facility components, including fields, courts, seating and amenities.
	
	

	Ease of Navigation and Wayfinding -
	Clear signage, intuitive circulation routes, accessible paths and well‑considered finishes help all users— including those with sensory or cognitive challenges—navigate the facility with ease. Site selection should also prioritise strong transport links and safe, accessible public interface.
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